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Christians sometimes wonder, “What happens if I die while sinning?” Let’s 

say that I am driving down the highway and suddenly I see a car that was driving 
the opposite direction swerve right at me, and I only have time to say “Oh [bad 
word]!” before the other car hits me and I die. I only had time to sin.  Some would 
say that there was no time to repent of sin, and so I would die unforgiven. After all, we must repent of all 
our sins.  Others would say, there was a split second from the time you uttered that word to the time you 
died, and perhaps you could have repented in that short time.  

Both those answers are uncertain, and unsatisfactory, especially in light of what God tells us 
through the pen of Paul.  Paul says, Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace 
in which we now stand.  

Paul would like us to picture God’s forgiveness as a room.  And he says that by trusting in Jesus as 
our Savior we now have access, or entrance, into the room of God’s forgiveness.  In this room of 
forgiveness is where we now stand.  We are not just visiting. We are not just looking in, but we stand in 
God’s grace.  We are forgiven all the time. When believers say, “I hope I have time to be forgiven before I 
die,” they are not understanding fully what God’s forgiveness is.  God’s forgiveness is not like a water 
bottle that eventually runs out if you sin too much, and when it does you have to go back to church to get 
more forgiveness.  Believers are always forgiven. It does not run out. 

For that matter, when believers say, “I hope I don’t die while I am sinning,” they don’t understand 
fully what sin really is.  God tells us that if we are not perfect like he is, we are sinning.  We always fall 
short of that, even right now.  In other words, we are sinning all the time.  You will die while sinning. But 
here is the comfort: we live, breathe, move and, finally, die in the forgiveness of sins which Jesus won for 
us on the cross.   

It should comfort you to hear this.  Despite the sins of our everyday life, we have forgiveness every 
day.  Paul makes his point even clearer, when he says, 6 You see, at just the right time, when we were 
still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for 

a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But 
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

If you think that sins will cause you not to be 
forgiven, you are forgetting how powerful God’s love is 
for you.  Even when God knew you would be born as 
his enemy, he still sent Jesus to die for you.   How much 
more now that you have been connected to Christ, will 
God continue to forgive you?  So, what if you die while 
you are sinning?  What if you die when you are 
sleeping?  What if you die when you are in church?  It 
makes no difference.  Right now you stand forgiven by 
God.  

Therefore, since we have been justified 

through faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through 

whom we have gained access by faith into 

this grace in which we now stand. And we 
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 6 You 

see, at just the right time, when we were still 

powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 

Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous 

man, though for a good man someone might 

possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates 

his own love for us in this: While we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.     ~Romans 

5:1-2; 6-8 



Pray for each other 
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.  –James 5:16 

PRAYER LIST 
Continue to pray for the McKenneys who received from God another child, Ezra Bruce, on September 15. 
Thank God that Andrea and Ezra came through childbirth well and are doing fine. Ezra was received by 
baptism into the family of God shortly after birth.  

Come and Learn, Go and Share 
Our mission as members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

BIBLE CLASSES – Please consider attending one of our Bible classes: 

• Sunday Mornings at 10:15am in front of church (Lessons from the Bible) 

• Wednesday Mornings at 10am in school library (Difficult Sayings of Jesus) 

• Wednesday Evenings at 6:30pm in school library (Life of Abraham) 

• Wednesday Evenings at 6:30pm in 3rd and 4th Grade room (Women’s Bible Study) 

Wednesday Bible Night offers Bible activities and care for children of every age, so parents can attend a 
study without worrying about childcare. Please come as a family! 

CARING FOR YOUR FAMILY WITH CHRISTIAN ESTATE PLANNING 
By Pastor Dennis Kleist, WELS Estate Planning Counselor 

Whether single or married, God has put us in families to bless us—to support ourselves and each other 
spiritually, emotionally and financially. Regardless of what form your family may take at the moment, our 
Savior seeks to make family, including our church family, a blessing for us. 

One way we provide for our families is through a will. A will is an act of love, in which you direct how you 
would like your blessings of money and property to be used after our Savior calls you home to 

• heaven. A will accomplishes several things: It honors our Savior, since He has given you everything 
to use to His glory. 

• It blesses our families and friends as it provides for them and makes things easier for them. 

• It shows love for our Savior’s Gospel when a bequest supports some facet of the Lord’ work 

• It enables you to have the final say in how your money and property, which our Savior has 
entrusted to you, will be used while you enjoy the glory of heaven. 

If you don’t have a will or would like to review or update an old one, the WELS Christian estate planning 
ministry can assist you. It is part of the stewardship ministry of our church. St. Paul’s will be offering a 
Christian Estate Planning Seminar after our services on October 20 at 5pm and October 21 at 10am. Or 
you can contact me anytime regarding planned gifts at (920)-740-5899 (cell) or dennis.kleist@wels.net. 

SIMPLY GIVING - Simply Giving® is an automated giving program designed to help you conveniently and 
consistently contribute to our congregation. Through Simply Giving, your gifts are made through a pre-
authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You determine the frequency of your automatic gift—
weekly, semi-monthly or monthly—the option is yours. Your gift is deposited into St. Paul’s bank account 
on the same day it is withdrawn from your account—at no cost to you.  Any questions please speak to one 
of the Pastors. 

mailto:dennis.kleist@wels.net
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LEADERS NEEDED – This fall, our leadership is preparing for officer and board elections in 2019. We 
encourage our voting members to consider serving your Lord and your congregation by serving as a leader 
of the congregation. We are looking for members who are regular in church attendance and desire to 
serve the Lord through regular participation in board meetings. The board terms are for two years, though 
temporarily there are available one-year terms.  Our four boards-Elders, Education, Trustees, and 
Stewardship-meet once a month to plan and carry out the various activities of the congregation. Each 
board has its own duties and events to discuss and implement, and to learn more please talk with our Vice 
President Rick Kroening 920-493-8077 or one of the pastors.  

LWMS – The 2019 Fall Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) 
rally will be held on Saturday, November 3, 2019 at Bethany Lutheran 
Church in Appleton, WI. Bethany is handicap accessible and childcare 
will be provided. Theme - “Sing praise to him, tell of all his wondrous 
acts.”  Alicia, Michelle, and Jane Mose will share pictures, stories, and 
must of their music ministry which they use to bring awareness to 
missions. The deadline to register is October 17. There will be a sign-up 
sheet in the communication center at church, so that we can carpool 
for the rally. There is an envelope in your offering box for LWMS, and those funds will be mailed to LWMS 
in October for the following missions: Caribbean Scholarship Fund and Proclaimers. Please contact with 
any questions Patsy Grasley or Charlene Beyer. For those who collect stamps for missions, this rally is the 
last time the stamps will be collected, so if you are saving stamps, please turn them in to Charlene Beyer.   

USHER TRAINING – On Monday, October 29, at 6pm, our ushers will be meeting to receive training in 
safety procedures and general usher duties. If you would like to serve as an usher please contact one of 
the pastors. If anyone is able to acquire Thrivent Action dollars for this expense, please contact the office. 
We hope to be able to have a meal and refreshments for those attending.  

TRUNK OR TREAT – October 20, St. Paul’s will be hosting the Trunk-or-Treat from 11am -1pm in the school 
parking lot.   Look for sign-up sheet on the Communication center in back of church to host a vehicle.     

LITTLE SPROUTS PLAYGROUP – We welcome new people all the time.  We meet at our school on 
September 6 and 20 at 9:30 am.  Please share this info with families who have children ages 0-5. 

ST. PAUL’S ANNUAL COOKIE DOUGH SALE – Forms will be given to the children at our school on Monday, 
Oct. 1st.  Forms will also be available on the Communication Center here at church.  Sale ends on Thursday, 
Oct. 18th when all orders and payment MUST be turned in at school. Profit from the sale will be used to buy 
Promethean boards to replace the outdated Smart boards in our classrooms. 

ST. PAUL’S STUDENT ASSISTANCE ENDOWMENT FUND – Applications are available at church and in the 
school office.  Student Assistance Endowment Fund is for any member of St. Paul’s that is continuing their 
education at a Synod school or beyond high school.  The applications must be turned in by December 1st 
to one of the Pastors or school office. 

 



St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
PRINCIPAL’S PAGE  

Our school year began, under our school theme “Growing and Building in Love”, with an opening service 
on Tuesday, September 4th. There are currently 44 children enrolled in kindergarten through eighth 
grade, and 20 children in our three and four-year-old preschool. We welcome Beth Moll and Laura Sullivan 
to our staff. They are both working with Miss Waldschmidt in our preschool room. 

Some of the new classes we have added to the school curriculum this school year are German for the 7th 
and 8th graders taught by Mr. Raether, a robotics class for the 5th through 8th grade taught by Mr. Jahns, 
and a Ukulele Ensemble which includes students from 3rd-8th grade. Mr. Jahns is also lending his talent 
to work with this ensemble. 

As many of you know, technology advances very quickly in our world today. The SMART BOARDS in each 
of our classrooms are almost a decade old. They are beginning to show their wear. Our school, through a 
generous donation, was able to purchase a new system, known as a PROMETHEAN BOARD, which we 
mounted and installed in Mr. Jahns’ room recently. We’ll go through the evaluation process to determine 
if this is the direction we’d like to move forward with for the rest of the classrooms. 

Our school soccer team has finished the season with two second place finishes. Thank you to Amy Tebon 
and Lainey Hafeman-Price for coaching our kids. The Cross Country Meet will be held on October 1st at 
Manitowoc Lutheran High School. Thanks to Pastor Moll for running with our group. 

Thank you for all the support and prayers for our school! 

We are sharing Jesus! 

FROM THE EARLY CHILDHOOD DIRECTOR  

My heart is filled. The very first day of school, God ever 
so subtly sent me a reminder of why we do what we 
do. Twenty of His precious children were sitting on the 
carpet, singing (and signing!) Jesus Loves Me. As they 
were pointing to the “nail marks” in their palms (which 
is sign language for “Jesus”), one girl turned to another 
girl and asked, “Who is this Jesus?” 

As we embark on another school year together, I invite 
you to join me in remembering why St. Paul’s has 
invested in early childhood ministry. We aren’t just 
providing “daycare” or “babysitting”, nor are we 
merely giving toddlers some social opportunities or a 
jumpstart at experiencing a classroom setting. More 
important than all that or anything else, we are sharing 
Jesus with these children and their families. May the 
Holy Spirit continue to work in them this school year 
and always! 


